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Airport History 

The Midcoast Regional Redevelopment Authority (MRRA) owns and operates Brunswick Executive 

Airport (BXM).  The airport is the site of the former Naval Air Station Brunswick, which was closed by a 

decision of the 2005 Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) Commission.  MRRA submitted a Public 

Benefit Conveyance (PBC) in December 2009 requesting 

835.7 acres of land and associated aviation facilities from the 

Navy. The deed to transfer the first portion of airport 

property was signed on March 22, 2011.  BXM opened as a 

general aviation (GA) airport on April 2, 2011, three months 

before the official base closing.  The airport PBC was 

eventually expanded to encompass 992.2 acres of land and 

facilities that serve as Brunswick Executive Airport. 

Airport Capital Improvement Program  

The facilities turned over to MRRA by the Navy were in decent condition.  The buildings on the airport, 

particularly the hangars, were designed to accommodate and maintain large military aircraft and are not 

ideally suited for the general aviation market.  Similarly, the aviation facilities (runways, taxiways) were 

constructed to military, not civilian, standard.  The FAA’s Military Airport Program (MAP) was 

established in 1990 to provide funding to support the transition of former military air bases into civilian 

airports.  Brunswick Executive Airport was approved to participate in the MAP program in 2011.   

Airport deficiencies were identified and prioritized with the help of airport consultants, Maine 

Department of Transportation and FAA airport safety inspectors.  The results of the BXM Capital 

Improvement Program (CIP) to date are listed below: 

 Airport markings were repainted to FAA standard and taxiway and runway signs are being installed.  

These improvements will significantly reduce the potential for runway incursions and mishaps. 

 New security gates are being installed on the east side of the airport.  These gates will have 

proximity card readers that will allow controlled access for authorized airport users and increase 

security by eliminating combination and key locks on existing gates.  This system will also increase 

airport safety since each cardholder must complete airport safety training before an access card will 

be issued. 

 An electrical improvement project reconfigured the runway lights on 1R/19L to FAA standard, 

replaced taxiway lights with energy efficient LED fixtures, installed a new wind cone and segmented 

circle, replaced the airport rotating beacon, installed Runway End Identifier Lights (REILs), 

completed some minor repairs to the airfield lighting vault and was expanded to include installation 

of new Precision Approach Path Indicator (PAPI) lighting systems for runways 1R and 19L. 

 An Automated Weather Observation System (AWOS) was installed to provide current weather 

information to pilots.  Airport weather information can be viewed online at www.digiwx-kbxm.com. 
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 The airfield lighting controls were modified to allow pilots to control the lighting systems remotely 

using their aircraft radios. 

 New Snow Removal Equipment (SRE) was purchased, 

including two plow vehicles and a runway snow blower.  

 An airport stormwater survey was completed to identify 

deficiencies in the airport stormwater drainage systems.   

This data will be used to update the airport stormwater 

management plan and to complete future repair projects. 

 A wildlife survey was completed and an analysis is in 

progress.  This data will be used to complete a wildlife 

management plan for the airport.   

 A wildlife fence was installed along the west side of the airport property to reduce the possibility of 

wildlife impacts on the airport.  Additional wildlife fencing may be installed in the future if required 

by the wildlife management plan. 

 Several airport obstructions were demolished.  There were several military-specific items installed 

on the airport that were unnecessary for the new civilian airport, including the Precision Approach 

Radar (PAR) facility and airfield arresting gear.  These items were removed to comply with FAA 

runway safety requirements.   

 The first hangar designed specifically for general aviation is being constructed.  These T-hangars will 

provide 10 units for private aircraft storage.  This project also demolished the remaining footprint of 

the last WWII hangar on the property and removed a portion of an existing taxiway that was 

identified as a significant safety issue by the FAA. 

Future planned Capital Improvement Projects include: 

 Terminal building renovations  

 Snow Removal Equipment (SRE) building renovation 

 Utility metering and segregation 

 Stormwater improvements 

 Building 555 (Sonobouy facility) demolition 

 Building  611 (Engine Test Cell) demolition 

 Hangar 5 roof repair and boiler replacement   

 Runway and taxiway crack sealing 

 Building 295 Fire Protection System repair and upgrade 

 Repair pavement and parking apron and remove excess 

airfield pavement 

 Provide power pedestals installation for GA tie down areas 

 Wildlife fence installation (as required by Wildlife Management Plan)  

 Remove unnecessary lighting, including runway 19L approach lighting system and runway 1R/19L 

centerline lights  

 Replace Runway 1R approach lighting system 

 Airfield lighting vault demolition and construction of a new airfield lighting vault 
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Airport Businesses 

Though some of the airport facilities provided by the Navy required extensive modification to 

prepare them for civilian use, many were ready for immediate occupancy.    

Building 151, the current site for Maine Tool and Machine, was among the facilities ready for 

immediate use.  This building required only minor upgrades to the electrical power system to 

support this high-tech, precision machining company, which currently employs seven people. 

Building 250’s third floor, the former command suite for NAS Brunswick will soon be occupied 

by BXM’s newest tenant, SaviLinx, LLC.  SaviLinx will use this space to offer an innovative “cloud 

based” contact center focusing on Government clients.  Initial projected employment will be 

100+ people. 

Hangar 5, which was the home for two P-3 squadrons on the former base, now hosts 

Integrated Marine Systems (IMS).   IMS's Brunswick Air Sea Integration Center (BASIC), located 

in the center bay, provides marine system design, engineering and integration services to both 

military and commercial customers. IMS specializes in the design/build of innovative product 

prototypes for turnkey marine applications at BASIC.  IMS currently employs seven people. 

Hangar 6, the newest hangar constructed by the Navy at Brunswick, was built to accommodate 

the P-8 Neptune, a modified military version of the Boeing 737.   Hangar 6 can accommodate 

aircraft as large as a Boeing 757.  The features 

and design of this facility makes it an ideal 

location for a company involved in the 

manufacture or repair and overhaul of aircraft.  It 

was this state-of-the-art facility that appealed to 

Kestrel Aircraft Company to locate in Brunswick.  

Kestrel is a startup company that is working to 

certify the Kestrel, a 6-8 seat turboprop aircraft.   

Hangar 6 is also the home for FlightLevel Aviation (FLA).  FLA currently employs 5 people and 

serves as the fixed base operator (FBO) for the airport, providing services to pilots and aircraft 

operating from the airport.  FLA was recently awarded a three-year government fuel contract 

for federally owned and chartered aircraft.  This contract was awarded through a competitive 

bid process and reflects FLA’s commitment to provide excellent customer service and high 

quality products.  Maine Coastal Flight operates out of Hangar 6 as a sub-tenant to FLA, 

offering flight instruction and scenic tours. 
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Other Airport Business 

Some minor uses of airport property have generated additional revenues.  These uses include 

cold storage in Hangar 5 for Great Island Boat Yard, Affordable Midcoast 

Housing, and Blue Source Energy.  In 2011, the History Channel filmed 

portions of a documentary titled “Titanic at 100: Mystery Solved” in Hangar 

5.  This work resulted in some revenue and gained some national exposure 

for the airport.  The closing credits of the film gave special thanks to 

Brunswick Executive Airport.   Production companies again returned to 

Hangar 5 in 2012 to shoot a Concord Coach commercial, and in 2013 to film 

another History Channel special on the JFK assassination. 

Additionally, the Brunswick Naval Museum occupies a small portion of Hangar 6 until 

permanent facilities become available on Brunswick Landing. 

 

Airport Events 

The airport’s mission statement reads “The Brunswick Executive Airport, through the direction 

of the Midcoast Regional Redevelopment Authority Board of Directors, will provide a safe, cost-

effective general aviation airport that creates and enriches economic, educational, cultural and 

recreational opportunities for the greater Midcoast Maine area.”  In following with that 

mission, the airport has opened the facilities to a number of events intended to enhance the 

quality of life for local residents.  Additionally, each of these events brought significant, positive 

local media attention to the airport and the base redevelopment efforts, and resulted in 

economic benefit to the Midcoast region. 

 

2011 Events 

The first event at the new airport was Race the 

Runways, which took place on the morning of the 

airport grand opening, April 2, 2011.  Despite a 

nor’easter dropping several inches of snow the day 

before and race day temperatures near the freezing 

mark, this first event was a huge success.  A total of 

800 runners completed either the one mile, five 

kilometer, or half marathon course. 
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The official Airport Grand Opening took place later that day in Hangar 6.  The entire Maine 

congressional delegation, the FAA Regional Administrator, state senators and representatives, and local 

government officials were present to welcome Maine’s newest general aviation (GA) airport.  Steve 

Levesque, MRRA’s Executive Director, and Captain Will Fitzgerald, NASB Commanding Officer, made the 

first official public landing at the airport. 

 

The First Annual Brunswick International Fly-In was held on June 4, 2011.  Featured speakers at the 

event included Alan Klapmeier, CEO of Kestrel Aircraft Company, and Craig Fuller, the president of the 

Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association (AOPA).  Local Chapters of 

the Experimental Aircraft Association (EAA) sponsored 

homebuilt aircraft judging and hosted several workshops on 

aircraft building.  Additionally, the FAA presented several WINGS 

safety seminars for pilots. 

Event organizers anticipated about 100 aircraft to fly in for the 

event.   Before the event wrapped up, over 300 aircraft flew into 

BXM to participate in the first major flying event at the airport.  The fly-in was free and open to the 

public, giving several local residents an opportunity to see their new local airport for the first time. 
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The Fly-In was also the kick-off event for the Maine Flying 

Trail.  This program was developed to encourage pilots to visit 

all of Maine’s airports.  Pilots who visited five participating 

airports and returned to Brunswick would be awarded two 

Maine lobsters to take home. 

 

 

The Great State of Maine Air Show 

returned to Brunswick, August 26-28, 2011.  

This was the first civilian air show at 

Brunswick following base closure.  The event was cut short by one day, as 

Tropical Storm Irene forced cancellation of the Sunday air show.  

Approximately 30,000 people, including over 500 volunteers, attended the 

shortened event.  

 

2012 Events 

Race the Runways returned to the airport on April 7, 

2012.  The weather for this event was improved over the 

previous year, which helped attract a significantly 

increased number of runners.  Over 1,100 runners 

completed one of the race distances, an almost 40% 

increase over 2011. 

Maine’s Boating Expo was held in Hangar 5, April 

13-15, 2012.  Nearly 40 exhibitors, including boat 

builders, boatyards, marinas, boat/motor dealers, 

canvas shops, dock/float builders, post-secondary 

educational institutions, and boating publications 

attended the show.  Through reported sales and 

estimated leads, organizers considered the event to 

be a great success and will return to Brunswick 

Landing in April, 2013.   
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The Second Annual Brunswick International Fly-In was held June 2 and 3, 2013.  Unfortunately, 

the record setting rainfall over the fly-in weekend resulted in the cancellation of most events, 

including the entire Sunday event.  Featured speakers 

included Ms. Amy Lind Corbett, FAA Regional Administrator, 

and noted lawyer and aviation 

enthusiast, Mr. F. Lee Bailey. 

Due to local fire and code 

issues, all fly-in events were 

held out on the flight line 

under tents.  Many of the tents were quickly flooded under the 

extreme rainfall.  The rain may have put a damper on the 

events, but it didn’t affect the enthusiasm of sponsors or participants.  

 

The Great State of Maine Air Show returned August 24-26, 

2012, marking the first appearance in Maine by the US Air 

Force Thunderbirds since 1995.  The air show broke the 

string of poor weather for airport events.  Bright sun all 

weekend attracted nearly 40,000 spectators to the event.  

Other Events 

On March 13, 2013, MRRA hosted an organizational meeting for the Maine Aviation Business 

Association (MABA).  The purpose of this group is to support and advocate for airports and 

aviation related businesses within the State of Maine. 

Airport Strategic Objectives 

 Effectively manage and utilize BXM’s resources – land, facilities, finances, and staff – for 

maximum effectiveness, growth and profitability in order to make the airport self 

sustaining within three years 

 Invest in facility upgrades and provide training to enhance airport safety and readiness 

 Maintain community support for the airport through airport events and programs 

 Ensure that the airport is a good steward of the environment 

 


